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early July, the only medrcal
trauma center in a vast region that,,
' -mcludes Las Vegas shut . down¥

Excessive jury awards
endanger medical system

from using e-mail to fespond to
their patients’ questions. Doctors
also may. practice defensive medi-
, cine, ordering more tests or proce-
dures than medically justifiéd to

~ try to protect themselves.

. Courts ‘should’ provrde 16éason-

f - able recourse to patieqits who have ,
hat-it *suffered ‘due. to - malpra
- The -"they also" should defend:dectors :

~“who-h

cted -professionally
t-of their problem:

against th

- Jlawyers. To Ovt‘hlS we need a new‘,;

egitlmate ‘malprac- s '
tice -has;’ occurrgl% :

| yers are reaping €no

| :needof care. Ultimately, everyone
“pays for the increases in-malprac:’
tice insurance, -because ~doctors
| Costs are passed to p
" Fear of litigation has a'
‘T-ically negative effect on, costs . pro-
1 ductivity and patient -care. Con-
1 cerns about being sued.can cause
doctors not to report legitimate
| ‘mistakes. This prevents othér doc-
tors from learning from those er-
rots, :possibly leading. to needless

them keeps some doctors. from
providing a written dragnosrs or

fits, doctors are *being forced - to -
tabandon patients ‘in ‘desperate -

suifenng or death, Fear.of creating. - -
arecord that could be used against * fron

‘courttoa c1v1l '
“Doctors: should not be forced to
ﬂee their ‘medical  practices be-

-cause of the spiraling cost of mal-
 practice msurance caused by out-
““Tageous jury awards and frivolous -
“lawsuits. Patients should not have

to travel dangerous distances to re-

ceive medical care, or perhiaps not
Teceive -care -at all. A system:of
health courts could help everyone
in America — everyone, that'is, ex-

cept greedy lawyers
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