KEY POINTS ABOUT HEALTH COURTS
WHY THEY ARE NEEDED, AND WHAT NEEDS TO BE DONE

> America’s current medical malpractice system works poorly for patients and
doctors. It raises costs and hinders quality medicine. It also creates unnecessary
delays, litigation red tape, and legal uncertainties.

> America needs a new approach to resolving medical malpractice disputes.
Creation of health courts is the practical, equitable reform America has been
waiting for.

> Health court pilot projects would get the ball rolling on this important reform, and
would provide states with key information about “best practices” about how best
to develop health courts in the long-term.

> Both patients and doctors deserve a new system that is efficient and fair. Pilot
projects can be an important step in making medical justice more reliable and less
costly, for health care providers, patients, and employers.

> Efforts must be undertaken at the federal and state level to develop pilot projects.

DRAFT BOARD RESOLUTION FOR MEDICAL SOCIETIES

Introduced by: (insert name)
Subject: Health Courts
Date: (insert date)

WHEREAS: The current medical litigation process is inconsistent, inefficient and unfair;
creating an adversarial environment that discourages the open communication required to
improve patient safety; and, comprehensive reform is needed to redress the many failings
of the current medical liability system in promoting quality care; and

WHEREAS: Health courts represent an appealing alternative for long-term reform that
could eventually result in predictable justice for patients and health care professionals
alike, as well as a rapid resolution of claims and assessment of damages; and

WHEREAS: Health court demonstration projects would be an effective way to gain
empirical evidence about the potential of health courts; and

WHEREAS: Comprehensive medical litigation reform will require the active support of
health professional organizations;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: That our organization endorses the need for
comprehensive litigation reform and supports the concept of health courts as an
alternative to the current system, and one that is worthy of further research and
demonstration projects.
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